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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:  [insert name, title, telephone number]

Employees at [insert name of hospital or health system] Join Campaign to Wage War Against Seasonal Influenza

[insert city, state (date)]—Recognizing that influenza infection in health care workers can lead to outbreaks with serious consequences for patients, the [insert name of hospital or health system] has embarked on a campaign to increase influenza immunization rates among its staff.  Health care workers can acquire influenza and unwittingly transmit the virus to patients, other health care workers, and members of their household and the community a day or two before symptoms appear.

Influenza kills approximately 36,000 people and causes 226,000 hospitalizations each year in the United States.1,2  The most vulnerable patient populations are those who are very old or young (65 years or older or <2 years of age) or who have certain medical conditions that increase the risk of complications.  Annual influenza immunization is recommended for health care workers by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to minimize the risk of infection of workers and transmission of infection to vulnerable patients.3
Influenza immunization of health care workers at [insert name of hospital or health system] will help protect the health of patients and members of the community as well as the workers themselves and their family members.  Public health campaigns such as the one undertaken by [insert name of hospital or health system] are the first line of defense against a potentially deadly illness.
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